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PASTORAL LETTER
Each year during Advent (which starts early on 28 November this year) I try to read a book of Advent reflections.
I say try, because some years I start something, and it does not agree with me, and I get about three days in!
Other years just the volume of Advent and Christmas stuff gets overwhelming and after about a fortnight, and I
decide that the extra time in bed is more important. One year I got so into my advent book that I kept reading
and had it finished before the 9 Lessons and Carols Service!
So, this year, in addition to the small book we are going to use for our weekly Bible Study (more details in the
magazine), I am going to have a go at reading Let it Slow: An advent calendar with a difference by Stephen
Cottrell because when I picked it up in Christian Resources it made me laugh!

On the 1 December it says;
The four stages of Christmas are;
You believe in Father Christmas
You don’t believe in Father Christmas
You are Father Christmas
You look like Father Christmas
And then Stephen Cotterill writes ‘I think I am between stages three and four.’
But the thing I really like about this little book is that it has absolutely no bible readings in it, and it has a
suggested list of things to STOP doing!
This year, as we approach Christmas I am feeling really torn. Whilst I am really looking forward to a more
‘normal’ Christmas this year. I am still very conscious that we are in the middle of a global pandemic and can’t
really say what we will be ‘allowed’ to do this year. Our first priority will be caring for each other, but this
unknown is still making me feel anxious.
I am also really looking forward to having a house full of family this Christmas. I love being Auntie Lizzie to my
niece and nephew. Yet when I look at my diary, full
already of school visits and services, and think about the
bedrooms that will need preparing, the food and presents that will need buying and the cooking that will need to
get done, I feel overwhelmed.
As Cotterill says in the introduction ‘Christmas… is one of the most joyful times of the year. But it is also one of
the most stressful. It is laden with expectations. It is often overtaken with grief.’
So, this Advent, I am going to try (notice that word again) to be a bit kinder to myself and try not to be ‘Super
Vicar!’. For it is not the end of the world if I recycle a couple of sermons from last year, get my niece and nephew
to put up the Christmas tree, fail to send any Christmas cards, and eat Cheese on Toast for lunch on Christmas
Day.
For Advent is about waiting – not running around like in a state of frenzied activity. The world was not ready for
the first Christmas, when Jesus was born to unmarried parents in a borrowed room in Bethlehem. And it will not
matter one jot if I am not ‘ready’ for this Christmas. For God is ready. Ready and waiting for us to spend some
time together. And spending time with the Christ Child is what the Christmas season is all about.
For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son…
Rev’d Liz Wilson
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SERVICES FOR DECEMBER 2021
Please Note: Services in our buildings may change at short notice due to Covid 19
Saturday 4 December
4.00pm Children’s Church, St Anne’s Hall
Sunday 5 December (2nd Sunday of Advent)
9.30am Eucharist and Sunday School, St Anne’s
11.00am Eucharist, St Paul and St Augustine’s
11.00am Benefice Telephone Church,
Tel. 033 3113 3356, Room no. 72775483#, Pin no. 1459#
6.00pm Confirmation service with Bishop Martyn, St Anne’s

Tuesday 7 December
8.00am Silent prayer and breakfast, St Anne’s Church and Hall
Sunday 12 December (3rd Sunday of Advent)
9.30am Christingle, St Anne’s
11.00am Eucharist, St Paul and St Augustine’s
11.00am Benefice Telephone Church,
Tel. 033 3113 3356, Room no. 72775483#, Pin no. 1459#
6.00pm BCP Eucharist, St Anne’s
Saturday 18 December
4.00pm Children’s Church, St Anne’s Hall

Sunday 19 December (4th Sunday of Advent)
9.30am Eucharist and Sunday School, St Anne’s
11.00am Eucharist, St Paul and St Augustine’s
11.00am Benefice Telephone Church,
Tel. 033 3113 3356, Room no. 72775483#, Pin no. 1459#
3.00pm Christmas Community Carol Sing, St Paul and St Augustine’s
6.00pm Nine Lessons and Carols, St Anne’s
Monday 20 December
7.00pm BBC Radio Leicester Sing Christmas, The Crow’s Nest Pub
Friday 24 December (Christmas Eve)
3.00pm Crib Service, St Anne’s
10.00pm First Eucharist of Christmas, St Anne’s
Saturday 25 December (Christmas Day)
9.30am Christmas Day Eucharist, St Anne’s
11.00am Christmas Day Eucharist, St Paul and St Augustine’s
11.00am Benefice Telephone Church,
Tel. 033 3113 3356, Room no. 72775483#, Pin no. 1459#
Sunday 26 December (1st Sunday of Christmas)
11.00am Benefice Eucharist, St Paul and St Augustine’s
Every Wednesday 9.30am Eucharist, St Anne’s and 4.00pm Advent Meditation, St Paul and St Augustine’s

Every Thursday 9.30am Eucharist, St Paul and St Augustine’s

Praying Through the Darkness with Light
In the Northern Hemisphere it is no coincidence that the seasons of Advent and Christmas occur during the darkest times. It is highly unlikely that Jesus was born in December (who in their right mind
would keep sheep on the hills around
Bethlehem in the winter).
Yet when our Christian forefathers were looking for a date upon which to mark Christmas, they chose
the day that celebrated the rebirth of the Unconquered Sun (Sol Invictus) on December 25th. This holiday not only marked the return of longer days after the winter solstice but also followed the popular
Roman festival called the Saturnalia (during which people feasted and exchanged gifts).
Thus, celebration of the birth of Jesus, the light of the world, coincided with the longest nights. Light,
therefore, plays an important part in our Advent, Christmas and Epiphany celebrations. Lighting the
candles on the advent wreath to mark the days of waiting until Jesus’ birth. Decorating our trees with
festive lights as part of the Christmas Celebrations. Ending Epiphany with the blessing of the candles
for the forthcoming year on the Christmas festival known as Candlemas.
Light entering the darkness is what Jesus is all about. So, this Advent, as the evenings draw in and
the mornings get progressively darker you may like to try to find some time to meditate on a simple lit
candle flame.
Read: Genesis 1: 1-5
Meditation 1: Light an evening candle
Have you ever noticed that the first day began with evening? ‘…there was
evening and there
was morning, the first day’. Our Jewish sisters and brothers traditionally light the Shabbat candles
on Friday evening before sunset to usher in the Jewish Sabbath. After lighting the candles, the woman
moves her hands over the candles and towards her (as if bringing in or guiding in the Sabbath); she
then covers her eyes and recites a blessing. This December why not light a candle each evening and
pause for a few moments pray for God’s blessing. You could use an Advent Candle to mark each
day. After a few minutes of silence, you may like to say this prayer of blessing.
O God, as light comes from this candle,
may the blessing of Jesus Christ come to us,
warming our hearts and brightening our way
bringing light into the darkness. Amen.
Read: Isaiah 9: 2, 6-7
Meditation 2: Light a candle, then a second…
Have you ever noticed that you get double the amount of light from two candles, as opposed to one
candle? When the flame is shared, it is not halved, but
increased. It is the same with Jesus,
when we share his light, it increases with every person that is touched. Advent and Christmas is a
dark time physically and emotionally for many people. When you pray for a friend or family member
you know is struggling in the darkness, first light a candle, giving thanks for Jesus the light of the
world. Then light a second one and pray that as the light of Jesus is shared, they may know the light
of Jesus in their lives, overcoming the darkness.
Read: Revelation 22:1-5
Meditation 3: The Light of Christ

Have you realised that in Heaven there will be no more darkness? Not just that, there will be no sun,
no candles, no lamps because all the light we will ever need will come from God. As Christian we
believe that God sent his Son into the world, to not only be the light in the darkness, but to banish
the dark once and for all. Which is why on Easter morning, as we celebrate the resurrection, we
light the Pascal Candle and proclaim, ‘the light of Christ’. On Sunday, as we commemorate Jesus’
death and resurrection in Church with Holy Communion, you might like to light a candle and say the
words ‘the light of Christ’. This prayer may also help.
Heavenly Father,
At Christmas your light shone.
Your light shone with searching, loving, penetrating, illuminating beautiful brilliance.
Even when they tried to extinguish him your light could not be overcome.
Come again to us in the midst of all the surrounds us, that we may live in your light, so we might
share that light with others. Amen.

READINGS FOR DECEMBER 2021
Old

Psalm

Testament

New

Gospel

Testament

5 December
Eucharist
Evensong

Mal 3:1-4
Isa 40:1-11

Beneductus

Phil 1:3-11

Luke 3:1-6
Luke 1:1-25

Zeph

146:4-end

Phil 4:4-7

Luke 3:7-18

80:1-8

Heb 10:5-10

Luke 1:39-45

75

12 December
Christingle/
Eucharist/ TC/
BCP Eucharist

3:14-end

19 December
Eucharist/ TC
Mic 5:2-5a
24 December
Eucharist

Isa 9:2-7

Luke 2:1-14

25 December
Eucharist/ TC

Isa 52:7-10

98

Heb 1:1-4

John 1:1-14

Col 3:12-17

Luke 2:41-end

26 December
Benefice Eucharist

1 Sam 2:
18-20, 26

148

Advent Reflection and Bible Study
On Monday 6, 13, 20 December and 3 January at 2pm in St
Anne’s Hall
Or Tuesday 7, 14, 21

December and 4 January at 7pm in
the Vicarage

or for your own personal devotions.

Based on Journeying Though Advent
with New Daylight

To order a copy please speak to Margaret, Sharon or
Liz. The cost is £3.00

RIDE AND STRIDE DAY 2021
Thank you to all my generous sponsors. Together, we raised £276, half of
which goes to the Leicestershire Historic Churches Fund and half of which comes back to St.
Anne’s.
11th September was a perfect day for the walk: pleasantly warm with a slight breeze.
I came up to St. Anne’s first and then walked along to St. Paul’s and St. Augustine’s. There,
Sharon Bird was busy frying bacon but I did not have a bacon roll because I thought that it was too
early for lunch. Silly me! I should have had a second breakfast! I shall know better another time.
My next port-of-call was St. Ursula’s at Wyggeston’s .It is a steep climb up there but I met several
people to talk to so it did not seem too difficult.
Participants in Ride and Stride had been advised to take food and water in case refreshments were
not available in some churches. While a packet of sandwiches is not heavy, a bottle of water is when one is walking. I decided to take the risk of not taking either. My faith was rewarded. Very
few churches did not offer refreshments.
At Robert Hall Memorial Church on Narborough Road, I was offered homemade cakes. I chose a
piece of delicious chocolate-coated flapjack. Among the people sitting chatting was the man who
had made them. I said that I did not make flapjacks. My speciality is muffins. When he heard from
which church I had come, he was pleased to reveal that he used to be Bandmaster of St. Anne’s
Scout Band.
From there I went to St. Andrew’s, Jarrom Street and then to St. Mary de Castro, The Cathedral
and St. Nicholas’s Church.
I had not been able to forget the tantalising aroma of Sharon’s bacon and I was eventually able to
sit down in the market and enjoy a bacon roll and a cup of tea.
By that time, I had walked to fourteen churches so I decided to visit just one more. As I have been
to All Saints’, Highcross Street every year, starting from when I used to cycle and my ancient
bicycle was admired, I went there before setting off back home. I have always met the same
gentleman in charge but he said that he would probably not be doing it again next year. We both
decided not to say, “See you next year!”
I recommend “Ride and Stride Day” as an unusual way of spending the second Saturday in
September. One is always made welcome. One can see interesting churches and meet lots of
lovely people.
Sheila C. Skertchly

Across
1 Provisional meeting place of God and the Jews (Exodus 25:9) (10)
7 David’s third son, killed when his head got caught in a tree during
a battle with his father (2 Samuel 18:14ñ15) (7)
8 They ruled much of the west coast of South America in the 15th and early 16th centuries (5)
10 Small deer of European and Asian extraction (4)
11 Seized control of (Numbers 21:25) (8)
13 Terror (Luke 24:5) (6)
15 First World War heroine shot by the Germans in Brussels, Nurse Edith ____ (6)
17 Stormy (8)
18 A bitter variety of this, together with lamb and unleavened bread,
was the Passover menu for anyone ‘unclean’ (Numbers 9:11) (4)
21 Arson (anag.) (5)
22 How John Newton described God’s grace in his well-known hymn (7)
23 Habitation (Isaiah 27:10) (10)
Down
1 ‘_____ and see that the Lord is good’ (Psalm 34:8) (5)
2 ‘The wicked man flees though no one pursues, but the righteous
are as ____ as a lion’ (Proverbs 28:1) (4)
3 One of the exiles, a descendant of Parosh, who married a foreign woman (Ezra 10:25) (6)
4 He escaped from Nob when Saul killed the rest of his family and
joined David (1 Samuel 22:19ñ20) (8)
5 City and lake in Central Switzerland (7)
6 ‘Offer your bodies as living ________, holy and pleasing to God’ (Romans 12:1) (10)
9 Pouches carried by horses (Genesis 49:14) (10)
12 One who accepts government by God (8)
14 Aromatic substance commonly used in Jewish ritual (Exodus 30:1) (7)
16 He asked Jesus, ‘What is truth?’ (John 18:38) (6)
19 Are (Romans 13:1) (5)
20 ‘You are to give him the name Jesus, because he will ____ his people
from their sins’ (Matthew 1:21) (4)

High Days and Holy Days for December
3
3
4
6
11
17
25
26
26
28
17th December:

Francis Xavier - the seasick missionary
Birinus – an apostle to the English
Osmund – the multi-talented saint
St Nicholas – patron saint of children
Daniel the Stylite
Eglantyne Jebb – founder of ‘Save the Children’
Christmas
St Stephen
On the Feast of St Stephen
Holy Innocents

Eglantyne Jebb – founder of ‘Save the Children’

Here is a modern-day saint whose compassion and determination has saved literally millions of lives.

Eglantyne did not begin as an obvious ‘mover and shaker’ of people. Born in Shropshire in 1876, she
grew up in Ellesmere, studied history at Lady Margaret Hall in Oxford, taught at Marlborough, and
then resigned as she was not physically robust.
Eglantyne moved to live with her mother in Cambridge, and it would have been so easy to settle for a
life of peaceful obscurity. But she was a Christian, and at Oxford she had developed a passion for
social concerns, so this compassion now drove her to take action.
The First World War left Eglantyne horrified by the prolonged Allied blockade on Germany and Austria
-Hungary, which even after Armistice meant starvation for millions of civilians, especially children.

And so in1919 Eglantyne and her sister Dorothy Buxton helped found the ‘Fight the Famine’ Council,
which wanted to end the blockade and establish a League of Nations.
One day during a rally in Trafalgar Square, Eglantyne was arrested for distributing a leaflet showing
starving children which read: “Our blockade has caused this – millions of children are starving to
death.”
She ended up in court and was fined, but the judge was so impressed with Eglantyne’s commitment
to children that he himself paid her fine. His money became the first donation to Save the Children,
the new charity just set up by Eglantyne and Dorothy.

Save the Children was officially launched at the Albert Hall in May 1919, with the aim of helping the
starving civilians of central Europe. It was a success, raising £400,000 in that first year alone.
But ten years of running Save the Children had sapped Eglantyne’s fragile strength, and she died in
Geneva in 1928, aged only 52.

My Favourite Hymn from Marjorie Lord
Lord of the Years
He was educated at Tonbridge School before studying maths and then theology
at Pembroke College, Cambridge. He served as Archdeacon of Norwich from 1973
to 1981 and as Bishop of Thetford from 1981 to 1991. He is a member and honorary
vice-president of the Hymn Society of Great Britain and Ireland; he has also been
awarded fellowships from the Hymn Society in the United States and Canada and
the Royal School of Church Music. In 2003, he was appointed an Order of the British Empire "for services to hymnody".

When I first sang this hymn I just felt so lifted by the music and the praise. I began to
feel the words of each verse as a prayer. In fact the whole hymn became a pattern
of my life, how it had been with its ups and downs, the Lord was there past, present
and future; so in one hymn it depicts my Christian journey.
Lord, for the years your love has kept and guided,
urged and inspired us, cheered us on our way,
sought us and saved us, pardoned and provided:
Lord of the years, we bring our thanks today.
Lord, for that word, the word of life which fires us,
speaks to our hearts and sets our souls ablaze,
teaches and trains, rebukes us and inspires us:
Lord of the word, receive your people’s praise.
Lord, for our land in this our generation,
spirits oppressed by pleasure, wealth and care:
for young and old, for commonwealth and nation,
Lord of our land, be pleased to hear our prayer.
Lord, for our world where men disown and doubt you,
loveless in strength, and comfortless in pain,
hungry and helpless, lost indeed without you:
Lord of the world, we pray that Christ may reign.
Lord for ourselves; in living power remake us –
self on the cross and Christ upon the throne,
past put behind us, for the future take us:
Lord of our lives, to live for Christ alone.

Please send me your favourite hymns and I’ll find a
little bit about it and publish one each month.

ST JAMES THE LEAST OF ALL
On the Peril of Choosing New Kneelers
The Rectory
St James the Least of All
My dear Nephew Darren
After all these years, I now understand why the non-conformist denominations sit down, rather than kneel,
to say their prayers. That way, no decisions have to be taken over the number, size, shape, colour, material and design of kneelers in church.
Our present set was donated by a retired Major-General in 1899 to celebrate the Relief of Mafeking, and
after more than a century of use by the pious and not-so-devout has taken its toll. Like certain members of
our congregation, they now look a little worse for wear. Many have sprung leaks, so that when used, a jet
of flocking is emitted all over the clothes of their neighbour, who then leaves Mattins looking like a Yeti.
Other kneelers have been occupied by grateful mice, who find them most congenial for nesting and who
leave in high umbrage, creating chaos as Miss Mapp chases them down the aisle with her umbrella; that
this provides her with the perfect excuse to leave before the sermon is, I am sure, entirely coincidental.
The final straw came when my own, by some quirk in its design, now sounds like a whoopee cushion every
time I kneel. It may cause the choirboys much amusement, but it lends nothing to the dignity of our
worship.
So, we have decided to have a completely new set – and therein lies the problem. Who makes them?
What will be the designs? Who co-ordinates the whole project? There is enough here to occupy the
combined minds of our Church Council for the next Millennium and there will be enough scheming,
manoeuvring, signing of
non-aggression pacts and formation of tactical truces to make the United
Nations look like amateurs. Unfortunately, we do not have the ecclesiastical equivalents of the blue berets
to enforce peace.
The more patriotic members of the congregation have suggested they all show the Union Jack –
presumably so they can be waved at appropriate moments in our services; one belligerent individual wants
to see depictions of St Michael slaughtering the dragon, John the Baptist’s head on a platter and other
such tasteful scenes; on the other hand, dear Miss Timmins wants them all to depict doves or small fluffy
creatures, which would make the church look more like pets corner.

Cutting through these vital issues, I have suggested that the entire congregation converts to Roman
Catholicism.... and then we could stand for our prayers and do without kneelers entirely.
Your loving uncle,
Eustace

ST PAUL’S WITH ST AUGUSTINE’S FUNDRAISING PAGE
The Table Top Sale held on October 9th raised £585.00 for Church funds with £100
being sent in support of the work of The Community of the Resurrection at Mirfield
(please see the “Mirfield” article) and £100 in Contribution to Leicester Diocese.
The 100 Fund draw was held on Sunday 31 st October and the result was as follows:
£100 – No 82
£50 – No 94
Congratulations to the winners and remember you have to be in it to win it!
The Christmas Table Top on November 13th will hopefully have been successful in
raising money for Church funds together with a donation towards the work of
U.S.P.G. (please see the “U.S.P.G.” article) and a further Contribution to Leicester
Diocese.
The next 100 Fund draw is scheduled to take place after the 11 am Eucharist Service on Advent Sunday (November 28th) at St Paul’s & St Augustine’s Worship Centre.

£50 - ???????

It could be you!

The Christmas Fayre (the Table Top was only a practice!) will take place on December 11th and is again for Church funds.
The PCC will be hoping to make further donation(s) to Missions to compensate for
the late start to our fundraising activities (Covid 19 wiping out the first few months of
2021).
The final 100 Fund draw of 2021 will take place on December 26 th after the 11 am
Eucharist Service at St Paul’s & St Augustine’s Worship Centre.

Watch this space for details of the Grand 100 Fund Draw!

St Paul's and St Augustine's
Saturday 11th December
10.00am to 2.00pm
Christmas Coffee Morning in Aid
Of
The Upkeep of the Worship Centre
Table Top Stalls In the Car Park
(Weather Permitting)
&
The Worship Centre

Money raised for church funds

Records — Books — Clothes — Bric-a-Brac
Tombola — Home Made Stall. Christmas Gifts
Refreshments and Lunches

TUESDAY DROP-IN
The Hall at St. Anne’s

1.30pm – 3.00pm
21st December
(3rd Tuesday of each month).

EVERYONE WELCOME
Tea/Coffee with Cake
and friendly chat. £1.00
Lesley 07757 335 879
KNIT AND NATTER

The knit and natter meetings
November (4th Tuesmonth) at 1.30pm.
We look foreveryone
before the
If
you
you
think
noon
of
along for a
along.

ward
that
pan-

on the 23rd
day of each
to seeing
used to come
demic took hold.

know of anyone who
would enjoy an afterfriendship, and to just come
chat, please do invite them

Loving, Almighty God,
Thank you that You came into the darkness of this broken world on that first
Christmas night, pouring in your Light, in the person of your Son, Jesus.
Lord, so much of our world seems dark, still. So many dreadful things we
can’t make sense of: the on-going pandemic, acts of violence and injustice
against good people - innocent people, child poverty, employment problems, broken relationships … so many difficulties. It’s easy to feel overwhelmed.

Lord, help us to focus on you this Christmas. Open our eyes to see your
bigger, eternal picture. Help us to hear afresh the Good News that nothing
and no-one can ever extinguish your Light.
Jesus overcame the troubles of the world by His death and resurrection.
Father may we re-connect with you, through Jesus, this Christmas and
know the Love, the Joy and the Peace, which are your Christmas gifts to
us, as we trust Him.
We pray in Jesus’ wonderful
name, Amen.

WEDNESDAY CLUB PROGRAMME 2021

1ST WEDNESDAY OF EACH MONTH
ST. ANNE’S HALL, LETCHWORTH ROAD
2.30PM
DEC 1ST Christmas Celebration 12pm for 12.30pm
Just come along on the day, or contact
Lesley 0116 2331884
Hilary 07970 075039

SMILE LINES

Camels
In Jane’s Christmas drawing, two of the camels were
approaching the inn, over which was pictured a large
star. The third camel and its rider were going directly
away from it. “Why is the third man going in a different
direction?” her mother asked. Jane replied: “Oh, he’s
looking for a place to park.”

New Bank
Mother decided that ten-year old Cathy should get
something ‘practical’ for Christmas. “Suppose we open a
savings account for you?” she suggested. Cathy was
delighted. “It’s your account, darling,” mother said as they
arrived at the bank, “so you fill out the application.”
Cathy was doing fine until she came to the space for
‘Name of your former bank.’ After a slight hesitation, she
put down ‘Piggy’.

Split
A professor was lecturing his physics class. “If molecules
can be split into atoms and the atoms split into electrons, can
the electrons be broken down any further?”
“I’m not certain,” replied one of his pupils, “But a sure way to
find out would be to post some of them in a Christmas
package marked ‘fragile.’”

7
1
3
2
4
8
6
9
5

8
9
2
6
1
5
3
4
7

6
4
5
3
7
9
1
2
8

2
7
4
8
9
6
5
3
1

5
8
1
4
3
2
9
7
6

3
6
9
7
5
1
2
8
4

1
3
8
9
6
4
7
5
2

9
2
6
5
8
7
4
1
3

4
5
7
1
2
3
8
6
9

ST. ANNE’S MOTHERS’ UNION

DIARY NOTES FOR DECEMBER
Yesterday (as I write this) we were delighted to Welcome Revd.
Tom Wilson from St. Philip’s Faith Centre, who brought with him Bernard Glick
from the Jewish Faith Community. Tom has been at St. Philip’s, a parish with
only a small Christian Community, since 2015. This prompted him to encourage
all the other faiths to engage and talk with each other rather than be confrontational. Bernard is an Orthodox Jew, born in South Africa and married to a Christian, and part of the comparatively small Jewish community in Leicester. He
spoke of the anti
semitism they are having to deal with, but also explained
some of the rituals and teachings, so I think we have all come away with more
knowledge and insight into both what Tom is doing at St. Philip’s and of the Faith
- and problems - of the Jewish Community in Leicester.
This month, of course, it is December and a new venture for us - we have a
Christmas Lunch to look forward to - the catering will be done by Tracey and
Mandy who trade as Lunch Direct, and who, I think are well known to us all. I’m
sure we can all look forward to a super meal that we haven’t had to cook ourselves! What could be better? The final numbers were taken at the November
meeting, so I hope you have all signed up! And looking ahead to January there
will be the AGM. Can I remind you all that we do need a new Leader - Ann has
given many years (on two separate occasions) as Leader of St. Anne’s MU, but
indicated at the beginning of the year that she feels she cannot continue, in fact,
she feels she “is running out of steam” and that it is time to pass on the baton! So
please, have a think - and a pray - about it, so we can give Ann the opportunity to
come, relax and enjoy our meetings, without having to be “responsible“ for them
and us all of the time.

Also in December, with services returning to normal, I can report that the first
Wednesday of the month there will be a return of the MU Corporate Communion
at 9-30am, and this will hopefully continue for the foreseeable future.

Monday, December 6th at 9-30am - Corporate communion
Tuesday, December 14th at 12-30 for 1-00pm, Christmas Lunch
Mavis Walker
Mavis55walker@gmail.com

He Gave us Eyes to See Them:
‘In that region there were shepherds keeping watch over their
flock’
In the Old Testament shepherds were greatly valued and treated with respect. Patriarchs, prophets and kings had all tended
sheep. Job, a rich man, owned 14,000 sheep. David was tending
sheep when he was called by God and anointed by Samuel.
But as the Israelites settled in towns and cities and turned to farming, attitudes towards the shepherds changed. As the New Testament opens, shepherding had become a dirty, lonely life, away
from civilisation. Shepherds could not observe the daily rituals of their faith, and so they had a low
status in society, looked down upon by orthodox Jews.
But out in the countryside with just the hills and the plains and the open air, St Luke tells us that it
was there that God’s message was proclaimed and heard. Cities and towns had walls and barriers, as Bethlehem has today. But in the fields at night, there were shepherds, watching and alert,
ready for any eventuality. And so, they were the first to hear of the birth of a Saviour.
‘The Annunciation to the Shepherds’ is this month’s painting by Sano di Pietro. We know little
about this Italian artist apart from some dates. He was born in Siena in 1406 and died there in
1481. But he has left us a legacy of beautiful and sensitive paintings. As we look at this scene, we
see the human details: two shepherds huddled by the fireside with their dog, all three looking up
to see the angel, and a spear by the side to ward off thieves and predators. The sheep are safely
in their pen, black and white fleeces huddled together for warmth. In the sky the angel appears,
bearing an olive branch in one hand and with the other pointing to
Bethlehem in the distance.
Luke has already told us of another annunciation, with Gabriel visiting Mary. Artists loved to portray this scene and often showed a lily, the symbol of purity, in their paintings. Here there is the
olive sprig, a symbol of peace to reinforce the angelic message of peace in the birth of the Saviour. Luke goes on to tell us how Jesus brought new meaning and peace to all those like the
shepherds who were nobody in the eyes of people, but everything to the eyes and heart of God.
Jesus in His teaching often turned to the theme of sheep and shepherds, with parables about
lost sheep, gates to the fold, and hireling shepherds. Just as the faithful shepherds were prepared
to give their lives to protect the flock, so Jesus the Good Shepherd gave His life for the world – a
death that would bring the peace and reconciliation shown in that olive branch held by the angel.
At this Christmas time we rejoice with the heavenly host to proclaim the birth of this Prince of
Peace and we commit ourselves to that work of peace and shepherding. Howard Thurman wrote
these words:
‘When the song of the angels is stilled… when the shepherds are back with their flocks, the work
of Christmas begins: to find the lost, to heal the broken, to feed the hungry, to release the prisoner, to rebuild the nations, to bring peace among the people, to make music in the heart.’
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GOD IN THE SCIENCES
Meditation on the Incarnation
After the bright beam of annunciation
fused heaven with dark earth
His searing sharply-focused light
went out for a while
eclipsed in amniotic gloom:
His cool immensity of splendour
His universal grace
small-folded in a warm dim
female space

This extract from Luci Shaw’s poem Made Flesh captures something of the wonder of the moment when the second
person of the Trinity became an embryo.
How does a single cell turn into an infant, and what does that process say about us – and God? These are the
questions that Professor Jeff Hardin, a developmental biologist, asks himself. Having studied theology as well as
science, he has a unique perspective on embryonic development.
A new-born baby is made of around five trillion cells. These cells come in hundreds of different types, each of which
must be in the correct place for the child’s body to function properly. Every new life is the result of intricate and highly
ordered processes. Three things must happen as an embryo develops.
The first important process is for cells to take on their identity as types of muscle, bone, nerves, and so on. The
second is when each cell learns which part of the body it belongs to. Third, those cells are moved around to form the
different tissues and organs. These three are not discrete stages, but they all happen at around the same time,
building up gradually like the different aspects of a picture coming into focus.

All three of these processes are driven forward by the movement of cells, the connections between them, and the
signals they pass to each other. Jeff studies a sort of cellular glue which is involved in joining cells together. Making
and breaking these adhesions can affect how cells move and signal to each other, their identity in the body, how
they are organised as groups, and ultimately their survival. This glue is found on the surface of cells throughout the
animal kingdom, including the small worms Jeff’s lab studies.
For Jeff, peering down a microscope at tiny worm embryos can be an act of worship. It is also an exercise in art
appreciation, as he learns to appreciate the created order. Understanding the complexities of development, while
also being aware that God knows that process intimately both as Creator and created, fills Jeff with a profound
sense of awe, wonder and worship.
Does the minute scale of our early development, compared to the incomprehensibly vast and ancient universe, give
us a sense of insignificance? Psalm 8 says, “When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and
the stars that you have established; what are human beings that you are mindful of them, mortals that you care for
them?”
For Jeff and the Psalmist, such feelings can be a positive experience if they serve as a reminder to be humble in the
face of a universe that is vastly complicated but also deeply meaningful, made by a God who loves each one of us.

St Paul’s with St Augustine’s Mission
The Community of the Resurrection Mirfield
The Community of the Resurrection consists of men who, freely accepting the
call of God, have committed themselves to follow the gospel life. The pattern is
recorded in the Acts of the Apostles, of whom it is said
‘they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in
prayers‘ and ‘had all things in common.‘
The Community’s contemporary mission continues to radiate from Mirfield. We live together as
brothers in Christ, rooted in the Anglican tradition and formed in a Benedictine round of worship,
ministry and hospitality.
We welcome others to come, see, learn and share.
Worship is the heart of our life, centred on the Eucharist, daily offices and individual prayer. The
tradition of Gregorian chant is part of our drawing on the wells of the Church’s continuity. The life of
monastic communities, ours included, is immensely valued today as a constant praying presence,
always there for the support of others.
Since its foundation in 1892, the Community of the Resurrection has been involved in building up the
Body of Christ through pastoral and educational works, both at home and abroad. This
ever-changing ministry has incorporated retreats and spiritual direction, study and sabbaticals, quiet
days and courses, as well as theological education at the College of the Resurrection and elsewhere.
The Community’s constant praying presence provides strength, support and renewal for the wider
Church.
Today, we welcome thousands to Mirfield to share in the Community’s life of prayer and worship,
with numbers increasing year by year. There is something about the climate of the place which not
only attracts people, but offers encouragement, up-building and a sense of direction in their quest to
follow Jesus.
Over time the demands made on our buildings have become ever greater. This is both a blessing
and a challenge that we must meet if we are to continue our ministry of welcome and hospitality. At
the same time we recognise that future development and activities must maintain the distinctive
climate, whilst enabling the Community to live the religious life, and to share the fruits of that life with
all who come.
Engagement with God is at the heart of our life, overflowing into sharing this
climate with others and providing a ministry to many people seeking to follow the
way of Christ.
St Benedict said all guests are to be welcomed as Christ, and that is a central
part of the Community’s ministry, helping people to grow in their faith and be
confident in it. The time has come to embark on a journey of change if the Community is to fulfil its
purpose while being suited to the modern world.
https://mirfield.org.uk
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St Paul’s with St Augustine’s Mission – U.S.P.G.
We are the United Society for Partners in the Gospel. Founded in 1701, we are the Anglican
mission agency that partners churches and communities worldwide in God’s mission to
enliven faith, strengthen relationships, unlock potential and champion justice.

Environmental degradation. Turbulent global politics. Gender injustice. The desperate
flight of migrants. Forced displacement of people at record levels. USPG believes today’s
major challenges cry out for words and actions that express a love and solidarity that goes
beyond narrow self-interest and national boundaries.
We believe the churches of the Anglican Communion are called urgently in mission to be
communities of resistance and hope, witness to the healing power of Christ’s love. So we
invite you to journey together with us in rethinking mission, energising church and
community and championing justice, which are our three strategic aims.
Whether you come to a vision for mission in the 21st century as a church leader or as an
inquiring individual, we would be delighted to hear from and engage with you.
So please do not hesitate to be in touch - https://www.uspg.org.uk
USPG’s Vision is:
For the churches of the Anglican Communion to experience a deeper fellowship together in
Christ and be sources of transformation within their communities and beyond.
USPG’s Mission is:
To partner churches across the Anglican Communion in rethinking mission, energising
church and community and championing justice.
Rethinking Mission
We bring people together from different parts of the global church in mutually enriching conversation and profound encounters, to increase understanding and deepen our discipleship
as inter-cultural Christians.
Energising Church and community
We make connections between the dioceses and communities of the Churches of Britain
and Ireland and those overseas and we seek ways in which faith and action can go
hand-in-hand. We look to strengthen the unity and capacity of the Anglican church by
promoting education and leadership and by learning from each other in rich exchange.
Championing Justice
We accompany churches of the Anglican Communion in their struggles against injustices
associated with gender, climate change, migration, the human rights of indigenous people
and inter-religious living. We support Christians across the world to form communities of
hope and resistance and we strive to give a platform to the faithful among those with power
in the secular world.

SIDESPERSON’S ROTA
Date

Morning Service

December 5th

Cathy Harrell
Joyce Haynes
Judith Knox
Lesley Orris
Ivor Sutton
Maureen Sutton
The
Churchwardens
Winifred Gibson
Val Clarke
Jean Dean
George Wilson
Sally Morris
Paul Ward
Paul Archer

December 12th
December 19th

December 25th
January 2nd
January 9th
January 16th
January 23rd

Evening Service

Gail Inskip
Ellen Bateman

January 30th

6
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5
9
3
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5
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WESTCOTES POST OFFICE
Vehicle Licences, Phone Bills,
Gas and Electricity Bills,
Foreign Currency, Car Insurance,
Travel Money and Insurance,
E111, Personal Banking,
Passport Check and send Service,
Loans,
Cheque Cashing Service Available
Stationery, Cards,
Confectionery,
Tobacco, Lottery Tickets.
225 Hinckley Road,
Leicester, LE3 0TG
0116 2517449

“In 2019, I applied for 5 jobs, I was shortlisted
for 5 interviews and offered 4 jobs. I can help
you do the same” Bibi

 CVs  Interviews  Presentations
 Applications for jobs / UCAS / internships
For young people, graduates, mums returning
to work, and those seeking promotion
First session is FREE for new clients with this
advert
w live-a-good-life.com e bibi.liveagoodlife@gmail.com
m 07949 362 091

theladydecorator
Traditional and modern decorating
services

Proprietor
Claire Wilson
07753 331625
Dominion Road Nursery
For All Your Bedding Plants.
Pansy's, Geraniums, Begonia’s, Primroses, etc. Hanging Baskets
Trellis and Fencing. Compost
Fruit and Vegetables. Rabbit and Bird Food Hay, Straw and Sawdust.

Telephone Keith 0116 287 4981
171 Dominion Road, Glenfield, Leicester

INTRODUCING REFLEXOLOGY

At Flawless Hair and Beauty

Here are just some of the many ways Reflexology may help you:
Boost immune system - Fight off infections - Reduce pain - Increase Energy Provide relaxation - Relieve stress - Detoxify the body by stimulating the lymphatic
system - Encourage hormonal balance -Improve circulation
Why not book a session in our new treatment room and experience what this amazing
therapy can offer you?
Flexible appointments.

21 Nevanthon Road
Leicester LE3 6DR

Telephone 0116 28550
Mobile: 07809 896115

W. E. DAYMAN & SONS
Tools
Glass Cutting
Ironmongery
Paint
Timber
Electrical Fixtures
Plumbing
Household Fittings

All Building Materials
Heating Fuels
Garden Materials and Plants
Work wear and steel toe cap boots

Call Steve 0116 262 4970
103-105 King Richards Road Leicester

118 DANCE STUDIO
Your Feet couldn’t be in better hands
GET HEALTHY GET HAPPY GET DANCING
118 Dance Studio
118 Charles Street
Leicester LE1 1LB
0116 251 7073 0r 289 2518

Work

Enthuse

Wyggeston’s

Church of the Martyrs
Learn

St Peters Braunstone

Holy Apostles

Play
Grow

St Anne

Pray
St Margaret

Be

St Paul and St Augustine

