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PASTORAL LETTER
February is the month, when red and pink cards, chocolates and roses are sent between lovers as
we mark St Valentines Day on 14 February. St Valentine was a third century Roman saint who in
addition with being associated with courtly love, is the patron saint of beekeepers and epilepsy.
In English we only have one word for love; LOVE. But in Greek (in which the New Testament was
written) there many more including;
Eros (romantic, passionate love) ...
Philia (affectionate love) ...
Agape (selfless, universal love) ...
Storge (familiar love) ...
Mania (obsessive love) ...
Ludus (playful love) ...
Pragma (enduring love) ...
Philautia (self love) …
Some of these words, such as Mania and Eros have even entered our own lexicon. Thus, when
Greek is written or spoken different forms of love can easily be understood. Whether that be the
love between siblings (Philia) or romantic lovers (Eros) or the long-term love experienced by
spouses (Pragma) who are celebrating a significant anniversary together.
As Christian’s we recognise that all forms of love are from God (although we might not ascribe
Mania to God, as we tend to use the word in the context of a bipolar diagnosis). Moreover, the
love that makes us Christian’s is that of Agape. We are Christians because of God’s Agape love,
which met its fulfilment in the death and resurrection of Jesus.
Saint Valentine was a clergyman – either a priest or a bishop – in the Roman Empire who
ministered to persecuted Christians. Showing Agape love to the Christian’s he cared for.
Ultimately, he was martyred, and his body buried at a Christian cemetery on the Via Flaminia (in
Rome) on February 14. Which has been observed as the Feast of Saint Valentine since 496 CE.
Although we might not be sending or receiving Valentine’s Day cards this year. I think we should
use this month to think about, work towards and pray for love. As we approach the second
anniversary of the start of the Covid 19 pandemic, we are all worn out and frustrated. So we need
to give ourselves a break, and make sure we look after ourselves. However this tiredness means
we are less likely to treat the people around us, and the people who serve us (in the GP surgery,
local shop or on the delivery route) with kindness. So we need to also guard against ‘taking it out’
on those we encounter each day.
As Christian’s we are called to ‘love our neighbour as ourselves’ and that requires a dollop of both
Agape and Philautia love. So, my two questions for you this month are…
‘How are you showing ‘self love’ to yourself?’ and ‘How are you showing your love to your family,
friends and neighbours?’
Rev’d Liz Wilson

SERVICES FOR FEBRUARY 2022
Please Note: Services in our buildings may change at short notice due to
Covid 19
Tuesday 1 February
8.00am Silent Prayer and Breakfast, St Anne’s Church and Hall
Saturday 5 February
4.00pm Children’s Church, St Anne’s Hall.
Sunday 6 February (Fourth Sunday before Lent)
9.30am Eucharist, St Anne’s
11.00am Eucharist, St Paul and St Augustine’s
11.00am Benefice Telephone Church,
Tel. 033 3113 3356, Room no. 72775483#, Pin no. 1459#
6.00pm Evensong, St Anne’s
Sunday 13 February (Third Sunday before Lent)
9.30am All Age Worship, St Anne’s
11.00am Eucharist, St Paul and St Augustine’s
11.00am Benefice Telephone Church,
Tel. 033 3113 3356, Room no. 72775483#, Pin no. 1459#
3.00pm BCP Eucharist, St Anne’s
Saturday 19 February
4.00pm Children’s Church, St Anne’s Hall
Sunday 20 February (Second Sunday before Lent)
9.30am Eucharist, St Anne’s
11.00am Eucharist, St Paul and St Augustine’s
11.00am Benefice Telephone Church,
Tel. 033 3113 3356, Room no. 72775483#, Pin no. 1459#
6.00pm Evensong, St Anne’s
Sunday 27 February (Sunday next before Lent)
9.30am All Age Eucharist, St Anne’s
11.00am Eucharist, St Paul and St Augustine’s
11.00am Benefice Telephone Church,
Tel. 033 3113 3356, Room no. 72775483#, Pin no. 1459#
3.00 Community Sing, St Paul and St Augustine’s
6.00pm Evensong with Leicester Cathedral, St Anne’s
Every Wednesday 9.30am Eucharist, St Anne’s and 4.00pm Jesus is With us
Meditation, St Paul and St Augustine’s
Every Thursday 9.30am Eucharist, St Paul and St Augustine’s

Show the Love
Normally my prayer article encourages
you to try a new or different form of
prayer practice or discipline. However,
this month, I would like you to take action
instead. In February 2022, the Climate
Coalition is asking us to join them
showing decision makers that we want to
see real and rapid action to tackle the
climate and nature crisis - for the love of
our families, our homes, our livelihoods
and our planet.
For St Anne’s to gain its Gold Eco Church Award, we need not only to improve the
environmental credentials of our building and land, we also need to see each
worshiper take action in our own homes and lives. Like Peter, we are called by
Jesus to love and care for the people that God has given us (‘feed my sheep’)
and one of the ways we can do that is by taking action to tackle the climate crisis.
Read: John 21: 15-17
Make a green heart: The Climate Coalition is asking us to create a green
heart - either at home or with others in your community and use it to ask our MP to
write to the Prime Minister and Chancellor calling for leadership and action on
climate and nature. You could craft, bake, flower arrange, sew, film or make a
virtual green heart individually or with your family and friends.
Do some research: It is worth knowing about what we are asking for before
writing to our MP. So you might like to do some research. The Climate Coalition
page on ‘our asks’ is a good place to start. https://www.theclimatecoalition.org/
showthelove/our-asks
Write to your MP: The Climate Coalition is asking us to write to our MP.
Write letters or emails to our MP about what is important to you and why you want
them to take climate action - the more people who write to your MP the more likely
our MP is to act. You may like to include a copy of your green heart or a
photograph of your green heart creation.

Pray: Here is a prayer by Toni Bennett to inspire you.
O God who is love
Let love empower our compassion
Let love embrace each and everyone
Let love unite humans and non-human
In restorative co-existence.
O Jesus, love come down to earth
May we honour the earth
May we honour all that dwells in the earth
May we be reconciled with the earth
Become what we are, of the earth.
O Spirit of love
Grant us a spirit of humility
Grant us a spirit of carefulness
Grant us a spirit of friendship
For the earth and all that dwells with us here.

THE TV DETECTOR VAN
Deep in the suburbs something stirs
Within a van, a motor purrs
And rattles, clunks, beeps and whirrs
As it performs a scan.
A worker sits alone, unseen
Peering at a flick’ring screen
He will know what it may mean –
The TV detector man!

Within a house, without a care
A couple sit and gaze and stare
At their TV – but what’s out there?
A TV detector van!
For, in their hall, unopened, laid
Their licence bill, unseen, unpaid
No licence payment have they made!
Though that was not their plan.

They just forgot, so easy done!
The TV shows, they are such fun!
The doorbell rings, and their stands one
TV detector man!
No place to run, no place to hide!
The TV still is on inside!
They’d left themselves so open wide
To the TV detector van.

READINGS FOR FEBRUARY 2022
Old

Psalm

Testament

New

Gospel

Testament

6 February
Eucharist/TC

1sa 6:1-8

138

1 Cor 15:1-11

Luke 5:1-11

Evensong

Wis 6:1-21

2

Col 3:1-22

Jer 17:5-10

1

1 Cor 15:
12-20

Luke 6:17-26

Gen 2:4b-9,
15-end

65

Rev 4

Luke 8:22-25

13 February

All Age Worship
Eucharist/ TC/
BCP Eucharist
20 February

Eucharist/ TC

Evensong

Gen 1:1 – 2:3

147
13-end

Matt 6:25-end

27 February

All Age Eucharist/
TC/
Evensong

6 March

Ex 34:29-end

Ex 3:1-6

99

89:5-12

2 Cor 3:12 –
4:2

Luke 9:28-36

John 12:27-36a

ST PAUL’S WITH ST AUGUSTINE’S FUNDRAISING PAGE
The Table Top Sale held on January 8th raised £500.00 for Church
funds with £100 being sent in support of the work of U.S.P.G. “A Cup
Full Of Hope” appeal (see U.S.P.G. article) and £100 in Contribution to
Leicester Diocese.
We will be hoping for better weather on Saturday 12th February for the
next Table Top Sale.
The 100 Fund draw was held on Sunday 2nd January and the result
was as follows: £50 – No 11
Congratulations to the winner and remember you have to be in it to win
it!

The Grand 100 Fund draw is scheduled to take place during the Lunch
to celebrate the Conversion of Saint Paul on Sunday 30th January at
St Paul’s & St Augustine’s Worship Centre.
£500
£200
£100
£50

It could be you
It could be you
It could be you
It could be you

*

If you are interested in joining the 100 Fund then

please contact Dave on 07800746121 or email
dave1960king@hotmail.com

USPG – Partners in Global Mission
Our Church partner, The Church of Ceylon, Diocese of Colombo, has set up development and
advocacy programmes to improve the well-being of people living in the tea plantation
communities of Sri Lanka.

One of Sri Lanka’s main products is tea and it plays a major role in the economy of the country. Despite this many of the people who live and work in the country’s numerous tea plantations have endured years of marginalisation from the rest of Sri Lankan society. This isolation
has led to poor living conditions for families, limited medical care and a lack of education for
children.
Plantation workers and their families living on the tea estates have significantly poorer living
standards than the average worker in Sri Lanka. Estates lack proper schools or clinics.
Families have limited access to basic facilities such as drinking water, sanitation and electricity
in their homes.
How does it work?
The Church of Ceylon, Diocese of Colombo’s plantation community development community
has created a life changing programme that works by:






Providing education to children, including preschools, non-formal
education classes, seminars and scholarships for government exams
as well as for A Level and University students
Providing healthcare and medical support to pregnant mothers
Advocacy for human rights of families living and working on the tea estates
Improved living conditions and sanitation for workers and their families

A CUP FULL OF HOPE

USPG
5 Trinity Street,
London SE1 1DB
Tel 0207 921 2200 www.uspg.org.uk

Across
1 ‘If you love those who love you, what — is that to you?’ (Luke 6:32) (6)
4 ‘They threw the ship’s — overboard’ (Acts 27:19) (6)
7 The first murderer (Genesis 4:8) (4)
8 He was the head Levite in charge of the singing when the ark of God was brought back to Jerusalem
(1 Chronicles 15:22) (8)
9 Samson was noted for this (Judges 16:6) (8)
13 Solicit money or food from passers by (Acts 3:2) (3)
16 What William Booth’s Christian Mission became in 1878 (9,4)
17 Alliance of Religions and Conservation (1,1,1)
19 ‘I will praise your name for ever and ever. — — I will praise you’ (Psalm 145:1–2) (5,3)
24 Simon had (anag.) (8)
25 Desperate (Deuteronomy 28:48) (4)
26 Elisha witnessed the boy he was seeking to resuscitate do this seven times before opening his eyes
(2 Kings 4:35) (6)
27 The belly and thighs of the statue in Nebuchadnezzar’s dream were made of this (Daniel 2:32) (6)
Down
1 ‘Before the — crows, you will disown me three times’ (Matthew 26:75) (4)
2 Relating to the books of the Bible between Acts and Revelation (9)
3 ‘They have — the Lord out of the tomb, and we don’t know where they have put him!’ (John 20:2) (5)
4 Belief (5)
5 ‘Take the following fine spices: ... 250 shekels of fragrant — ’ (Exodus 30:23) (4)
6 ‘Do not — Jerusalem, but wait for the gift’ (Acts 1:4) (5)
10 A seer (anag.) (5)
11 ‘Even there your hand will — me’ (Psalm 139:10) (5)
12 The wild variety was part of John the Baptist’s diet (Mark 1:6) (5)
13 A non-Greek speaker who was looked down on by civilized people (Colossians 3:11) (9)
14 Famous 1950s musical whose characters included members of
16 Across, — and Dolls (4)
15 The province from which Paul wrote to the Corinthians (1 Corinthians 16:19) (4)
18 ‘He was standing in the gateway with a linen cord and a measuring — — his hand’ (Ezekiel 40:3) (3,2)
20 ‘Today, if you hear his — , do not harden your hearts as you did in the rebellion’ (Hebrews 3:15) (5)
21 The Jericho prostitute who hid two Israelite spies on the roof of her house (Hebrews 11:31) (5)
22 ‘And now these three remain: faith, — and love. But the greatest of these is love’
(1 Corinthians 13:13) (4)
23 ‘God has numbered the days of your reign and brought it to an end’ (Daniel 5:26) (4)

HOLY DAYS FOR FEBRUARY
1
2
4
6
14
14
15
18
17
22
23
24
27
29

Brigid of Ireland – Abbess of Kildare, c 525
The Presentation of Christ in the Temple/ Candlemas
Phileas – Christian bishop/martyr of Egypt
The Martyrs of Japan – courage amidst persecution
St Valentine’s Day
St Valentine’s Day: a poem
Thomas Bray: founder of SPCK
Fra Angelico, patron of artists
Janani Luwum, Archbishop of Uganda, martyr, 1977
Margaret of Cortona – sad search for acceptance and love
Polycarp – the faithful servant who would not deny his Lord
Matthias the Apostle
George Herbert, priest and poet
Oswald of Worcester

Phileas, the Brave Bishop and Martyr of Egypt
When did you first encounter Christianity? If it was as an adult, then Phileas is a saint for you. His life shows
that Truth matters, whenever you encounter it, but is also a warning that you need to count the cost of
becoming a Christian.
Phileas was a rich man living in Egypt at the end of the third century, when he first met Christians. Highly
educated, he did not convert quickly, but instead studied their Gospels, and also at least part of the New
Testament. Only then did he conclude that Jesus was indeed the Son of God.
It was good that Phileas had done his research and was firm in his faith, because after his conversion, events
came thick and fast. In those pressured times, the Church hadn’t the luxury of long training programmes for
leaders, and so Phileas was chosen to be bishop of his city in the Thebaid, a desert region of ancient Egypt.
Sadly, the new bishop hardly ever had a chance to pastor his flock. Soon after his consecration at Alexandria in
303, Phileas was arrested under the edicts of the Roman emperor Diocletian. He spent the next three years in
prison, deeply moved by the willing martyrdoms of other Christians around him. Finally, in 306, it was Phileas’
turn. He faced the questioning of the prefect, Culcianus, who could not fathom why such a previously wealthy
man had thrown his life away to follow some (long dead?) carpenter from Galilee.
Phileas’ strength now was that he really knew what the Bible said. And so when questioned about Jesus’s
divinity, he replied that “… He performed the works of God in power and actuality… He cleansed lepers, made
the blind see, the deaf hear, the lame walk, the dumb speak, He drove demons from His creatures at a command; He cured paralytics, raised the dead to life, and performed many other signs and wonders.”
Still Culcianus urged him to save his life, by sacrificing to the gods. Phileas again had a biblical answer ready.
Paraphrasing St Paul, he said that the sacrifices which God requires are “a pure heart, a spotless soul and
spiritual perceptions which lead to deeds of piety and justice…” Pressed one final time, he replied “I have reflected many times, and this is my decision.” And so, he was led out and beheaded.

ST JAMES THE LEAST OF ALL
On Parish Accounts, Teapots and Labrador Retrievers
The Rectory
St James the Least of All

My dear Nephew Darren
I am glad you enjoyed your conference, but please do not be deluded into thinking that
conferences are there to teach you anything. Conferences exist to provide another entry on your
CV, to give you time off while flattering yourself that you are working, and to make the person
leading it feel that their life is not wholly pointless.
As it happened, I was also invited to the same one, the one entitled ‘Learning how to say no.’ But
I refused to attend, thereby proving that I didn’t need it anyway.
There are certain useful points you need to learn for conferences. First, about half the attendees
will have been together only the previous week attending another conference in another part of
the country. They will be eager, enthusiastic, and overflowing with management platitudes. Avoid
them at all costs. Should one of them say to you: ‘expect the unexpected’ you have my
permission to strangle them. They won’t have expected that!
Secondly, when you are all asked to go through that ghastly process of introducing yourselves to
everyone else, make it up. I think the last time I was obliged to do this, I became a butcher
specialising in exporting offal to Saudi Arabia. All your clerical colleagues will then panic that they
have turned up for the wrong course and the leader will make sure that you are not asked
another single question throughout the event. Both outcomes are satisfying.
Thirdly, do realise that when you are asked to divide into small discussion groups, it means that
the conference leader has run out of ideas about what to do next. Do not, at all costs, volunteer
to be chairman. It only means that when you have to report back – and if the leaders use the
word ‘plenary’, then by all means contemplate strangling them also - you will be involved in
sticking sheets of paper on to walls, which will then rip off the wallpaper when you try to remove
them.

You will also have the embarrassment of finding that every felt tip pen you try to use will be
empty, and what you thought were the conclusions your group had arrived at will be volubly
contradicted by all the other members.
No, if you are ever obliged to attend another course, take a good book, enough claret to cover
every evening away, and develop a debilitating illness that, while enabling you to attend every
meal, obliges you to retreat to your room for the rest of the day. You will leave having learned as
much on whatever the topic was as your colleagues, but you will return refreshed and eager to
make the next booking.
Your loving uncle,
Eustace

My Favourite Hymn from Judith Knox
Lord of all Hopefulness
"Lord of all Hopefulness" is a Christian hymn written by English writer Jan Struther,
which was published in the enlarged edition of Songs of Praise (Oxford University
Press) in 1931. The hymn is used in liturgy, at weddings and at the beginning
of funeral services, and is one of the most popular hymns in the United Kingdom.
"Lord of all Hopefulness" is commonly set to the melody of
an Irish an Irish folksong named Slane. In English hymn books, where traditional folk
tunes are used, the place of collection is sometimes attributed as the tune name, and
this melody is named after the Hill of Slane, the site St. Patrick lit an Easter fire in
defiance of the pagan king, Lóegaire, near the village of the same name (Irish: Baile
Shláine) in County Meath, Ireland.
Judith particularly likes this hymn because she finds it very thought provoking and the
music quite moving.
Lord of all hopefulness, Lord of all joy,
Whose trust, ever child-like, no cares could destroy,
Be there at our waking, and give us, we pray,
Your bliss in our hearts, Lord, at the break of the day.
Lord of all eagerness, Lord of all faith,
Whose strong hands were skilled at the plane and the lathe,
Be there at our labours, and give us, we pray,
Your strength in our hearts, Lord, at the noon of the day.

Lord of all kindliness, Lord of all grace,
Your hands swift to welcome, your arms to embrace,
Be there at our homing, and give us, we pray,
Your love in our hearts, Lord, at the eve of the day.
Lord of all gentleness, Lord of all calm,
Whose voice is contentment, whose presence is balm,
Be there at our sleeping, and give us, we pray,
Your peace in our hearts, Lord, at the end of the day

Please send me your favourite hymns and I’ll find a
little bit about it and publish one each month.

St Paul's and St Augustine's
Saturday 12th February
10.00am to 2.00pm
Coffee Morning in Aid of
The Diocese of Mount Kilimanjaro
Table Top Stalls In The
Worship Centre
The diocese of Mount Kilimanjaro is very large, and expands over more than
100,000 kms. The diocese includes several of the country's major National
parks including the Serengetti plains, and one of the wonders of the world,
the Ngorongoro crater. The tallest mountain in Africa, Mount Kilimanjaro, is
also found within the diocese. Although many different tribes and cultures are
found throughout the diocese much of the diocese is rugged Maasai lands
and small bush communities.
The diocese is thriving. Tanzania is a terribly poor country, in fact it is
estimated to be the second poorest country in the world. Many families and
children go without food and clean water daily because they cannot afford it.
25% of children die before the age of 5, and most of those deaths are from
preventable causes. The number one killer of children is malnutrition, and the
second leading cause of death in children is Malaria. Malaria is treatable, but
most people do not have the $8 to treat this infection so it has devastating
effects.

Records — Books — Clothes — Bric-a-Brac
Tombola — Home Made Stall. Christmas Gifts
Refreshments and Lunches

WEDNESDAY CLUB PROGRAMME
2022
ST. ANNE’S HALL,
LETCHWORTH ROAD
2.30PM
FEB 2nd

Ivor and Maureen, Australia

MAR 2nd Memory Music Box
APR 6th

Leicester Children’s Holiday

MAY 4th

Lunch at 1pm

st

JUNE 1

Strawberry Tea

JULY 6th Ann and Robert’s Garden
AUG 3rd Project Hive
SEP 7th

Geoffrey on the Grand, Bring and Buy

OCT 5th

Medical Detection Dogs

NOV 2nd Joyce and Geoff Holiday
DEC 7th

Christmas Celebration Time to be Confirmed

Just come along on the day, or contact
Lesley 0116 2331884
Hilary 07970 075039

KNIT AND NATTER
The knit and natter meetings on the 25th January (4th Tuesday of each month)
at 1.30pm.
We look forward to seeing everyone that used to come before the pandemic
took hold.
If you know of anyone who you think would enjoy an afternoon of friendship,
and to just come along for a chat, please do invite them along.
They will be made very welcome.

Ann 2858581

Global Food Crisis Worsens
AnST
estimated
billion &
people
are facing malnutrition
as the2021
global food
PAUL’S
ST worldwide
AUGUSTINE’S
MISSIONS
crisis worsens, with 45 million already on the brink of famine.
Of these billion people, 239 million are African. Countries such as Madagascar,
Mozambique and Zimbabwe are among the worst affected.

£

Home Mission

Recent studies also show that, globally, 22% of children under the age of five are
‘stunted’ due to lack of nourishment, and that many of these – an estimated 14
babies Society
and young children – are suffering acute and severe malnutrition.400
Themillion
Children's
Nearly aHistoric
third of the
world’s population
–
Leicester
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Trust – more than two and a half billion people100
lack an adequate supply of food. Millions of people are going to bed hungry, every

Thesingle
Community
of the Resurrection, Mirfield
day.

100

M. U. Charity Trust

100

In Madagascar famine has followed years of drought and other environmental
Thedisasters.
Prison Fellowship
Many people have been reduced to trying to eat bark from trees or
cactus
leaves,
and many have already died.
Mission To Seafarers

150

100

While famine is an issue that affects all people, Christians who are already
Vista

100

Family Friends

100

persecuted and impoverished are often among the worst affected.

Reports also indicate that famine and food insecurity only increases the likelihood
SoundCafe
100
of violence and conflict, which includes the anti-Christian violence experienced by
believers across Asia, Africa and the Middle East.

Relief and Development AgenTo try and help, Barnabas Fund has launched a new initiative, food. gives. If you
cieswould like to join others who are filling up their food boxes in their homes and
churches, please visit https://www.food.gives/

U.S.P.G.

100

Christian Aid

425

Leprosy Mission

100

Church Overseas
Diocese of Mount Kilimanjaro

100

TOTAL

1975

SMILE LINES

A local priest and pastor stood by the side of the road
holding up a sign that said, "The End is Near! Turn yourself around now before it's too late!"

"Leave us alone, you religious nuts!" yelled the first driver
as he sped by. Then from around the curve they heard a
big splash.
"Do you think," said one clergyman to the other, "we should just put up a sign
that says 'bridge out' instead?"
Inspection
My husband, a US Coast Guard pilot, was on an
exchange tour with the Royal Navy in England.
Everyone who drove through the base's gates was required to hold an official ID card up to the windscreen
for inspection by the guards. As a friendly competition,
my husband's squadron started flashing different forms
of ID, such as a driving licence, just to see how far they
could go to fool the busy guards. The winner? The fellow who breezed past
waving a piece of toast.
The Seagull

A father was at the beach with his children when
his four-year-old son ran up to him, grabbed his
hand, and led him to the shore where a seagull
lay dead in the sand. "Daddy, what happened to
him?" the son asked. "He died and went to
Heaven," the Dad replied.
The boy thought a moment and then said, "Did
God throw him back down?"
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ST. ANNE’S MOTHERS’ UNION

DIARY NOTES FOR FEBRUARY
Hello Everybody,

I write this the day after our AGM. It was good to see so many of you there. I
know AGMs are not the most exciting of events, but in having it, and attending, it
confirms that we are approaching a degree of normality after almost two years of
restrictions. Long may that continue! For those of you who were not able to join
us, you will be delighted to know that Ann has agreed (yet again) to be our
Leader in spite of threatening to the contrary, and Jenny Weston has agreed to
come back on the Committee. Jenny is an old hand on the MU Committee and
I’m sure her presence will be a great asset.
This month we look forward to welcoming one of our members, Lois Flude and
her husband John, who are going to give us an illustrated talk on some of the old
churches they have visited. (“Ruins” said Lois, yesterday!). Looking ahead, in
March the Revd. Liz (now also one of our own members) will be back to continue
the story of her path to the Ministry. I will also mention that on Tuesday,
14th June, Ann is organising a coach trip to Lichfield let us hope that it is third
time lucky, having had to cancel it in 2020 and again in 2021! Places are limited,
so get your name down if you are interested.
Wednesday, 2nd February at 9-30 MU Corporate Communion
Tuesday, 8th February at 2-30. Ancient Churches with Lois and
John Flude
Mavis Walker
Mavis55walker@gmail.com

He Gave us Eyes to See Them:
NUNC DIMITTIS
Waiting is a common human experience. Our lives are
made up of waiting that leads to encounter, and the waiting
requires patience and humility. Milton wrote in his blindness, ‘They also serve who only stand and wait’ as he
wondered what he could do for God’s kingdom now that his
sight had gone.

Simeon in this month’s painting of the ‘Presentation of
Christ’ had been waiting. He belonged to a people who had
been waiting for centuries. He was heir to the hopes and
dreams of a nation waiting for a better world now that the
holy city was in the hands of Roman invaders. With his
people he clung to the hope that God would come to bring
freedom and a new life. God’s chosen one, the Messiah,
would bring this about. When it came, there was no fanfare, no warning, just an
ordinary family from faraway Nazareth in the Temple, performing the religious
duties for the firstborn son. But the waiting led to encounter, and the sight of the
new-born child led to insight as Simeon recognised that light and salvation had at
last come.
Rembrandt has captured all this in his painting, ‘Simeon with the Christ Child in the
Temple’: the faith and patience, the hope and humility of an old man, a priest, who
takes the babe into his arms and blesses God. It was the artist’s last painting and
left unfinished at his death in 1669. The figure of Mary by Simeon’s side may have
been painted by another artist at a later stage. It is the aged priest and the
new-born babe that impress us as we look: Simeon with his venerable beard and
eyes half closed, and the tiny child cradled in his strong arms, looking up intently
with his eyes open.

As Rembrandt painted this canvas, was he saying something about his own life?
He had not been afraid to paint his portrait at various stages - at 21, at 35, at 53 a total of 60 portraits covering the span of years.
In this final painting the years have moved on as we see Simeon, mouthing ‘Nunc
dimittis’ with his eyes half closed. Is the waiting over and the journey coming to an
end, so that his eyes will fully close? Or will he open them to see that with the babe
in his arms, God has more in store: the promise of a future as they step out
together on a new journey?

DEADLINES
The deadlines for the next three issues are:
March Issue
April Issue
May Issue

Wednesday 9th February 2022
Wednesday 9th March 2022
Wednesday 13th April 2022

Contributions accepted in person, by post or by email.
Contact details
Address
E-mail

Paul Henry
24 Clarefield Road
pen2link@btinternet.com

All contributions are welcome. Contributions can be submitted at ANY time before
the deadline, so please do not feel you have to wait until then if you have something to contribute.
If you have something that is for a particular issue and the previous deadline(s)
have not passed please make sure you mark it with the issue in which you would
like it to appear. If you would like something to be in several issues please also
mark it accordingly.
For items sent by email please try to use the following:
Send all items regardless of size, as an attachment, not in the body of the email.
(This saves a lot of time!!!!)
Set the page to A4 with margins of 2cm all round.
Set the font to 12pt and Arial.
Where possible send files in the word format .doc (open office can save to this
format just as Word can)
Thank you

FINDING THE MAGAZINE ON THE WEBSITE:
In your browser go to https://stpaulscommunity.co.uk
Click on Publications and down load the magazine
In your browser go to https://stanneschurchleicester.wordpress.com/
Click on Resources and Items of Interest
Go down and Click on the Link
Scroll down until you get to: Please click on the link below to see a pdf
of copies of The LINK magazine.

Then click on the month you want to read.

GOD IN THE SCIENCES
The Love of Wisdom of Natural Things
Some time ago a scientist was invited to speak at the
Dewsbury Women’s Institute. He spoke about his research
on polymers, hoping that the women of this Yorkshire mill
town would connect with his desire to develop new fibres.
One person in particular, a woman called Betty who had worked in a mill since the
age of 15, listened as if her life depended on it, and peppered him with questions
afterwards. She had always been interested in how things work, but until that day
had not found anyone to answer her questions. Whenever she had asked about
the processes that they were using in the mill, she was just told to get on with her
job.
From the outside, science can seem a closed specialty, hemmed in by
intimidating jargon. When McLeish described science as ‘the love of wisdom of
natural things’, however, he realised he was opening a door. He was moved to
see that Betty was not the only person who shed a tear when her questions were
finally taken seriously, confirming that her enquiring mind was indeed probing in
the right direction – only fifty years too late.
Hearing about people like Betty reminds me that science is a very natural activity
for anyone to be involved in. McLeish is convinced that there is a future in
‘science therapy’. In his book Faith and Wisdom in Science, where this story
appears, he asks the question “If a reintroduction to the activity of representing
both inner and outer worlds in paint, music and drama can help to heal minds,
what hope might there be for a participation in a gentle and contemplative science
in restoring a broken or misunderstood relationship with the physical world?”

This story inspired me to run a number of hands-on science activities with adult
audiences in churches. I have extracted DNA from strawberries with a midweek
group for older people, organised hands-on exhibits to liven up lecture or
discussion events, and even had groups extracting DNA from their own cheek
cells.
Every time I lead activities like these, I find that grown-ups are grateful for the
opportunity to have a go at science themselves. I love helping church-based
groups, in particular, to reconnect with science and celebrate what they find.
Science is not just for children and professionals – it is for everyone to enjoy and
explore the world God made.

The Christian Faith of Denzel Washington

The American actor Denzel Washington, 66, mentioned his Christian faith in a recent interview
with the New York Times.
Washington described himself as God-fearing and warned against the dangers of the digital age.
He said: “The Bible says in the last days … we’ll be lovers of ourselves. The No. 1 photograph
today is a selfie, ‘Oh, me at the protest.’ ‘Follow me.’ ‘Listen to me.’…We’re living in a time where
people are willing to do anything to get followed.”

NYT Journalist Maureen Dowd said that during the interview, Washington encouraged her to read
the Bible. He said: “You have to fill up that bucket every morning. It’s rough out there.” He went
on: “If you don’t have a spiritual anchor you’ll be easily blown by the wind and you’ll be led to depression.”
Speaking recently at The Better Man Event conference in Florida, Washington said: “I hope that
the words in my mouth and the meditation of my heart are pleasing in God's sight, but I'm human.
I'm just like you… If you want to talk to someone, talk to the One that can do something about it.”
Washington also said that before his 97-year-old mother died last year, he promised her he would
“attempt to honour her and God by living the rest of my days in a way that would make her proud.”

Washington has been married to Paulette Pearson for 38 years. With Archbishop Desmond Tutu
officiating, he and his wife renewed their wedding vows in 1995 in South Africa.

He Prayeth Well
He prayeth well, who loveth well both man and bird and beast,
He prayeth best, who loveth best all things both great and small;
For the dear God who loveth us, he made and loveth all.

SIDESPERSON’S ROTA
Date

Morning Service

February 6th

Michael Walker

February 13th

Rachel Spiers

February 20th

Theresa Morton
Ann Bing

February 27th
March 6th
March 13th
March 20th

March 27th

Evening Service

Sheila Skertchly
Cathy Harrell
Joyce Haynes
Judith Knox
Lesley Orris
Ivor Sutton
Maureen Sutton
Winifred Gibson
Val Clarke
Jean Dean
George Wilson

4

1
7 3

6
1 4
4 7
1 6
2
4
9
6
2
2 8
4
1
9 2 4 5
4 5
6 1
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W.E. DAYMAN & SONS
Tools
Glass Cutting
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