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Introduction 
Our Christian year begins on Advent Sunday when we look forward to Christmas and the birth of our 

lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Here at St Paul’s with St Augustine’s we have an Advent wreath to demonstrate the coming of the birth 

week by week.  
 

The wreath is a circle with no beginning and no end! It contains 5 candles, three violet to signify      

penance, preparation and sacrifice. 1 pink candle for Gaudete Sunday when we rejoice that our      

preparation is halfway there. Finally, a white candle to signify the birth of Jesus. 

 

The progress of the lighted candles shows our increasing readiness to meet our Lord 

 

Each week covers a theme: 

 

Week 1. We remember the voice and vision of the  prophets and peoples who longed for a saviour and 

leader who would ease their    suffering, and bring justice and well-being to their nations and          

communities. 

 

Week 2. Is in honour of Mary and Joseph, who dreamed and saw visions and trusted the Holy One with 

their lives and strange happenings, while God trusted them with God’s own essence and hopes.  

 

Week 3. Encourages us to join in the joy of the angels and the surprise of the humble shepherds who 

had the privilege of welcoming the baby Jesus and telling everyone of their amazing night in          

Bethlehem.  

 

Week 4. Helps us to understand that the wealthy and knowledgeable, the foreign and different ones, 

the elderly and widowed, these Wise Ones, recognised the promise of the babe, and the star in the 

sky, and responded generously and joyfully.  

 

Our service has the following format: 

 

 Opening Sentence 

 Hymn 

 Readings 

 Meditation 

 Prayers  

 Hymn 

 Dismissal 

 

“Father in heaven increase our longing for Christ our Saviour, and give us the strength to grow in love, 

that the dawn of His coming may find us rejoicing in His presence and welcoming the light of His truth.” 

 

We hope you find the service very uplifting and prayerful. 
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The First Week in Advent 
  

Introduction 

 

We light the first candle to remember the voice and vision of the prophets and peoples who 

longed for a saviour and leader who would ease their suffering, and bring justice and well-
being to their nations and communities.  
Hymn 

 

1 O come, O come, Emmanuel, 

and ransome captive Israel, 

that mourns in lonely exile here 

until the Son of God appear. 

Refrain: 

Rejoice! rejoice! Emmanuel 

shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 

2 O come, thou rod of Jesse, free 

thine own from Satan’s tyranny; 

from depths of hell thy people save, 

and give them vict’ry o’er the grave.  

Refrain 

 

 

 

 

Reading 

 

Nevertheless, there will be no more gloom for those who were in distress. In the past he 

humbled the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the future he will honour      

Galilee of the nations, by the Way of the Sea, beyond the Jordan. The people walking in 

darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of deep darkness a light has 

dawned. You have enlarged the nation and increased their joy; they rejoice before you as 

people rejoice at the harvest, as warriors rejoice when dividing the plunder. For as in the 

day of Midian’s defeat, you have shattered the yoke that burdens them, the bar across their 

shoulders, the rod of their oppressor. Every warrior’s boot used in battle and every garment 

rolled in blood will be destined for burning, will be fuel for the fire. For to us a child is born, 

to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called 

Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the greatness 

of his government and peace there will be no end. He will reign on David’s throne and over 

his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time on 

and forever. The zeal of the Lord Almighty will accomplish this. 

 

 

3 O come, thou Dayspring, come and cheer 

our spirits by thine advent here; 

disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 

in death’s dark shadows put to flight.  

Refrain 

 

4 O come, thou key of David, come 

and open wide our heavenly home; 

make safe the way that leads on high, 

and close the path to misery.  

Refrain 

 

5 O come, O come, thou Lord of Might, 

who to thy tribes on Sinai’s height. 

In ancient times didst give the law 

in cloud and majesty and awe.  

Refrain 
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The Lord has sent a message against Jacob; it will fall on Israel. All the people will know it. 

Ephraim and the inhabitants of Samaria, who say with pride and arrogance of heart, “The 

bricks have fallen down, but we will rebuild with dressed stone; the fig trees have been 

felled, but we will replace them with cedars.” But the Lord has strengthened Rezin’s foes 

against them and has spurred their enemies on. Arameans from the east and Philistines 

from the west have devoured Israel with open mouth. Yet for all this, his anger is not turned 

away, his hand is still upraised.  

 

But the people have not returned to him who struck them, nor have they sought the Lord 

Almighty. So the Lord will cut off from Israel both head and tail, both palm branch and reed 

in a single day; the elders and dignitaries are the head, the prophets who teach lies are the 

tail. Those who guide this people mislead them, and those who are guided are led astray. 

Therefore the Lord will take no pleasure in the young men, nor will he pity the fatherless 

and widows, for everyone is ungodly and  wicked, every mouth speaks folly. Yet for all this, 

his anger is not turned away, his hand is still upraised. Surely wickedness burns like a fire; 

it consumes briers and thorns, it sets the forest thickets ablaze, so that it rolls upward in a 

column of smoke. By the wrath of the Lord Almighty the land will be scorched and the    

people will be fuel for the fire; they will not spare one another. On the right they will devour, 

but still be hungry; on the left they will eat, but not be satisfied. Each will feed on the flesh 

of their own offspring: Manasseh will feed on Ephraim, and Ephraim on  Manasseh;        

together they will turn against Judah.  

 

Yet for all this, his anger is not turned away, his hand is still upraised. 

Isiaiah 9 

  

Meditation 

As you enter into prayer, as this season of Advent opens, what is the longing deep in your 

heart?  

 

Trusting that the Spirit is here to help you, read through this passage several times really 

slowly. You may find that reading aloud helps you slow down. Let the words move deeply 

into your being, like refreshing rain into dry soil. Allow a word or phrase to touch you. Listen 

for the Holy One to speak to you in your deep longing from Isaiah 9:  

 

Reflect on the word or phrase that has touched you, exploring what it means to you here 

and now. Let the word or phrase connect with your personal situation.  

Consider the communities and nations you are part of. What darkness in your community 

or nation needs to be eased and addressed? What might it mean to long for justice and 

well-being in your neighbourhood, in your city?  

 

Respond to God about what you have thought, and noticed through this reading and      

reflection 

 



 

Prayers 

“Father in heaven increase our longing for Christ our Saviour, and give us the strength to 

grow in love, that the dawn of His coming may find us rejoicing in His presence and wel-

coming the light of His truth.” 

 

As you gaze at the Advent candle, sit quietly with God, at rest in the presence of the One 

who loves you. Be still, trusting that the Holy Spirit is at work in the depths of your spirit 

deepening your faith.  Allow the Word to move from your head to your heart to dwell there 

in peaceful silence.  

 

Holy One, hear our prayer and may our cries come to you.  

 

We pray at this time for our community, that we may encourage all people to know your 
grace and love. 

Holy One, hear our prayer and may our cries come to you.  

 

We pray that all the injustice in our society will be erased and by your help we may live in a 

fairer and more equal world 

Holy One, hear our prayer and may our cries come to you.  

 

Lord Jesus guide us in the way of love and peace, help us all to love our neighbour as you 
taught us to do.  

Holy One, hear our prayer and may our cries come to you.  

 

Heavenly Father, give us the strength and vision to persevere when times get hard and 

help us when we begin to fail. 

Holy One, hear our prayer and may our cries come to you.  

 

Merciful father accept these prayers for the sake of your Son our saviour Jesus 
Christ. 

Amen  
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Prayer 

 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your Kingdom come, your will be done, on 

earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those 

who sin against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the 

power and the glory are yours. Now and for ever. Amen 

 

Hail Mary, full of grace. The Lord is with thee. Blessed art thou amongst women, and blessed 

is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus. Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners now, and at the 

hour of our death. Amen 

 

The Grace 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 

be with us all evermore. Amen  

DISMISSAL 

Hymn 

 

1. God rest you merry, gentlemen, 

let nothing you dismay, 

for Jesus Christ our Saviour 

was born on Christmas Day, 

to save us all from Satan's power 

when we were gone astray: 

O, tidings of comfort and joy, 

Comfort and joy, 

O, tidings of comfort and joy,  

2. In Bethlehem, in Jewry, 

this blessed babe was born 

and laid within a manger, 

upon this blessed morn, 

the which his mother Mary 

did nothing take in scorn: 

O, tidings of comfort and joy 

Comfort and joy 

O, tidings of comfort and joy. 

4. ‘Fear not;’ then said the Angel 

‘let nothing you affright’ 

this day is born a Saviour, 

of virtue, power and might; 

so frequently to vanquish all 

the friends of Satan quite. 

O, tidings of comfort and joy 

Comfort and joy 

O, tidings of comfort and joy.  

5. The shepherds at those tidings 

rejoicéd much in mind, 

and left their flocks a-feeding 

in tempest, storm and wind, 

and went to Bethlehem straightway 

this blesséd babe to find. 

O, tidings of comfort and joy, 

Comfort and joy, 

O, tidings of comfort and joy 

3. From God our heavenly Father 

a blesséd angel came; 

and unto certain shepherds 

brought tidings of the same, 

how that in Bethlehem was born 

the Son of God by name: 

O, tidings of comfort and joy 

Comfort and joy 

O, tidings of comfort and joy. 

6. But when to Bethlehem they came, 

whereat this infant lay, 

they found him in a manger, 

where oxen feed on hay; 

his mother Mary kneeling, 

unto the Lord did pray: 

O, tidings of comfort and joy, 

Comfort and joy, 

O, tidings of comfort and joy 
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4. He rules the world with truth and grace, 

and makes the nations prove 

the glories of His righteousness, 

and wonders of His love 

and wonders of His love 

and wonders, and wonders, of His love 

1. Joy to the World, the Lord is come! 

let earth receive her King; 

let every heart prepare Him room, 

and heaven and nature sing 

and heaven and nature sing 

and heaven, and heaven and nature sing 

2. Joy to the earth, the Saviour reigns! 

let men their songs employ; 

while fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains 

repeat the sounding joy, 

repeat the sounding joy 

repeat, repeat, the sounding joy. 

The Second Week in Advent 

 Introduction 

We light this second candle to honour Mary and Joseph, who dreamed and saw 
visions and trusted the Holy One with their lives and strange happenings, while 
God trusted them with God’s own essence and hopes.  

Hymn 

Reading 

When Boaz had finished eating and drinking and was in good spirits, he went over to lie 

down at the far end of the grain pile. Ruth approached    quietly, uncovered his feet and 

lay down. In the middle of the night something startled the man; he turned, and there was 

a woman lying at his feet! 

“Who are you?” he asked. 

“I am your servant Ruth,” she said. “Spread the corner of your garment over me, since 

you are a guardian redeemer of our family.” 

“The Lord bless you, my daughter,” he replied. “This kindness is greater than that which 

you showed earlier: You have not run after the younger men, whether rich or poor. And 

now, my daughter, don’t be afraid. I will do for you all you ask. All the people of my town 

know that you are a  woman of noble character. Although it is true that I am a guardian 

redeemer of our family, there is another who is more closely related than I. Stay here for 

the night, and in the morning if he wants to do his duty as your guardian redeemer, good; 

let him redeem you. But if he is not willing, as surely as the Lord lives I will do it. Lie here 

until morning.” 

So she lay at his feet until morning, but got up before anyone could be   recognised; and 

he said, “No one must know that a woman came to the threshing floor.” 

Ruth 3: 7-14 

3. No more let sins and sorrows grow, 

nor thorns infest the ground; 

he comes to make his blessings flow 

far as the curse is found, 

far as the curse is found, 

far as, far as, the curse is found. 
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This is the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah the son of David, the son of Abraham: 

Abraham was the father of Isaac, Isaac the father of Jacob, Jacob the father of Judah 

and his brothers, Judah the father of Perez and Zerah, whose mother was Tamar, 

Perez the father of Hezron, Hezron the father of Ram, Ram the father of Amminadab, 

Amminadab the father of Nahshon, Nahshon the father of Salmon. 

 

Salmon the father of Boaz, whose mother was Rahab, Boaz the father of Obed, 

whose mother was Ruth, Obed the father of Jesse, and Jesse the father of King    

David. David was the father of Solomon, whose mother had been Uriah’s wife,      

Solomon the father of Rehoboam, Rehoboam the father of Abijah, Abijah the father of 

Asa,  Asa the father of Jehoshaphat, Jehoshaphat the father of Jehoram, Jehoram 

the father of Uzziah, Uzziah the father of Jotham, Jotham the father of Ahaz, Ahaz 

the father of Hezekiah, Hezekiah the father of Manasseh, Manasseh the father of 

Amon, Amon the father of Josiah, and Josiah the father of Jeconiah and his brothers 

at the time of the exile to Babylon. 

 

After the exile to Babylon: Jeconiah was the father of Shealtiel, Shealtiel the father of 

Zerubbabel, Zerubbabel the father of Abihud, Abihud the father of Eliakim, Eliakim 

the father of Azor, Azor the father of Zadok, Zadok the father of Akim, Akim the father 

of Elihud, Elihud the father of Eleazar, Eleazar the father of Matthan, Matthan the  

father of Jacob,  and Jacob the father of Joseph, the husband of Mary, and Mary was 

the mother of Jesus who is called the Messiah. 

Matthew : 1:1-16 

  

Meditation 

As you enter into prayer today, in this season of Advent , what is the longing deep in 

your heart?  

 

The genealogy of Jesus is startling evidence of God's gentle persistence in           

overwhelming, with good, the chaotic actions of humankind: Judah visited prostitutes,  

Rahab deceived by covering up her night visitors;  David had an affair and murdered; 

Solomon flirted with other spirits; all to arrive at Joseph, the right man as a husband, 

to provide a safe tender place for Mary to be able to welcome and surrender her body 

to God. Boaz gently offers a similar hospitality of heart and hearth to Ruth.  

 

Stay with these two tender interludes of truly gentle men, carefully respecting the   

dignity of vulnerable women, and be oh, so grateful.  

 

How do you care, or have you cared, for another vulnerable person? Perhaps, like 
most of us, you can also recall when you have trampled on another's fragile self.  

Talk to the God who is Love about all the feelings that surface. 
 

 



Prayers 

“Father in heaven increase our longing for Christ our Saviour, and give 

us the strength to grow in love, that the dawn of His coming may find us 

rejoicing in His presence and welcoming the light of His truth.” 

 

Glory be to God the Creator, the Holy Human One, and the Loving    
Spirit, as it was in the beginning, is now and will be forever.  

. 

Holy One,  

hear our prayer and may our cries come to you.  

 
We pray at this time for all mothers and fathers as they work tirelessly to 
help and encourage their children to the best of their abilities. Help them 

to know of Jesus’ love. 
 
Holy One,  

hear our prayer and may our cries come to you.  

 
We pray for all nurses and especially midwives who tend to mothers 
giving birth. Help them to be strong and compassionate and give them 
the guidance to be gentle and patient. 
 

Holy One,  

hear our prayer and may our cries come to you.  

 
Pray for all orphans and people with no family that they may be able to 

love one another and help us to reach out to their needs in times of  
trouble. Pray especially for all those who work in care homes and      
orphanages.  
 

Holy One,  

hear our prayer and may our cries come to you.  

 
Lord pray for the homeless and all who live on the streets at night, give 

them courage and hope that through your shining light and your loving     
nature they will be nurtured by your grace and love. 
 
Holy One,  

hear our prayer and may our cries come to you.  

 
Merciful Father  
Accept these prayers for the sake of your Son our saviour Jesus 
Christ. Amen  
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DISMISSAL 

Hymn 

Prayer 

 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your Kingdom 

come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our 

daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin 

against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours. Now and for 

ever. Amen 

 

Hail Mary, full of grace. The Lord is with thee. Blessed art thou 

amongst women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus. 

Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners now, and at the 

hour of our death. Amen 

 

The Grace 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the 

fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us all evermore. Amen  

1. Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord!  

Unnumbered blessings give my spirit voice;  

tender to me the promise of his Word;  

in God my Saviour shall my heart rejoice. 

 

2. Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his name!  

Make known his might, the deeds his arm has done;  

his mercy sure, from age to age the same;  

his holy Name, the Lord, the Mighty One. 

 

3. Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his might!  

Powers and dominions lay their glory by.  

Proud hearts and stubborn wills are put to flight,  

the hungry fed, the humble lifted high. 

 

4. Tell out, my soul, the glories of his Word!  

Firm is his promise, and his mercy sure.  

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord  

to children's children and for evermore! 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwiQs_reuMTjAhXuAWMBHfJBC1MQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.crosswalk.com%2Fspecial-coverage%2Fchristmas-and-advent%2Fadvent-wreath-candles-understanding-the-meaning-history-t


The Third Week in Advent 
  

Introduction 

 

We light this candle to join in the joy of the angels and the surprise of the 

humble shepherds who had the privilege of welcoming the baby Jesus 
and telling everyone of their amazing night in Bethlehem.  
Hymn  

1. Hark! the herald angels sing,  

"glory to the new-born King;  
peace on earth, and mercy mild,  
God and sinners reconciled:"  
joyful, all ye nations, rise,  

join the triumph of the skies,  
with the angelic host proclaim,  
"Christ is born in Bethlehem."  
Hark, the herald angels sing,  
"glory to the new-born King!”  

 

 

2. Christ, by highest heaven adored,  

Christ, the everlasting Lord;  
late in time behold him come,  
offspring of a Virgin’s womb!  
Veiled in flesh, the Godhead see,  

hail the incarnate Deity!  
Pleased, as man, with man to dwell,  
Jesus, our Emmanuel.  
Hark, the herald angels sing,  
"glory to the new-born King!”  

3. Hail! the heaven-born Prince of peace!  

Hail! the Son of Righteousness!  
Light and life to all he brings,  
risen with healing in his wings  
mild, he lays his glory by,  

born that man no more may die,  
born to raise the sons of earth,  
born to give them second birth.  
Hark, the herald angels sing, 
"glory to the new-born King!" 

“But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of 

Judah, out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, whose 

origins are from of old, from ancient times.” Therefore Israel will be aban-

doned until the time when she who is in labour bears a son, and the rest of his 

brothers return to join the Israelites. 

 

He will stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the Lord, in the majesty 

of the name of the Lord his God. And they will live securely, for then his great-

ness will reach to the ends of the earth. 

Micah 5: 2-4 

Reading 
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And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their 

flocks at night. An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord 

shone around them, and they were terrified. But the  angel said to them, “Do not 

be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people. Today 

in the town of David a Saviour has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. 

This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a 

manger.” 

 

Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising 

God and saying, 

 

 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his 

favour rests.” When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shep-

herds said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has hap-

pened, which the Lord has told us about.” 

 

So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in 

the manger. When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had 

been told them about this child, and all who heard it were amazed at what the 

shepherds said to them. But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered 

them in her heart.  

 

The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had 

heard and seen, which were just as they had been told. 

Luke 2 : 8-20 

  

Meditation 

As you enter into prayer today, in this season of Advent , what is the longing deep 

in your heart?  

 

When the angel appears, how would you express the fear, astonishment, total 

amazement in your body?  

 

Or if you would rather, imagine yourself arriving at the manger, and seeing the 

small face of a snuggly-wrapped baby ... what would your body's response be?  

Allow yourself to enter into the worship, the wonder, the silence as you meditate. 

Be present in the events; let your spirit experience the privilege and the mystery. 

Stay in the sacred space.  



Prayers 

 

“Father in heaven increase our longing for Christ our Saviour, and give 

us the strength to grow in love, that the dawn of His coming may find us 

rejoicing in His presence and welcoming the light of His truth.” 

 

Glory to God in the highest and peace and goodwill to all people on 

earth .  

 

Holy One,  

hear our prayer and may our cries come to you.  

 
We pray at this time for all members of the media who give us            
information to make our lives complete. May they give us true and      
informed news that is worthy of their profession. They all have choices 

and give them the help and courage to make just and honest news. 
 

Holy One,  

hear our prayer and may our cries come to you.  

 
We pray for all missionaries, and all in holy communities especially the       

Community of the Resurrection at Mirfield, give all the members the 
grace to continue in your work to love and praise your name. 
 

Holy One,  

hear our prayer and may our cries come to you.  

 

We pray for your church throughout the world and especially in countries 
where Christians are oppressed and tortured for their beliefs. Give them 
hope and courage that they may be guided by your hope and grace.  
 

Holy One,  

hear our prayer and may our cries come to you.  

 
Lord pray for our Church in this Benefice that we may grow and increase       
according to your will. May we be ever willing to serve you and reach out 
to the community waiting to hear your word . 
 

Holy One,  

hear our prayer and may our cries come to you.  

 
Merciful father,  
Accept these prayers for the sake of your Son our saviour Jesus 
Christ. Amen  
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DISMISSAL 

Hymn  

Prayer 

 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your Kingdom come, 

your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily 

bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Lead us not into  temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the        

kingdom, the power and the glory are yours. Now and for ever.  

Amen 

 

Hail Mary, full of grace. The Lord is with thee. Blessed art thou 

amongst women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus. Holy 

Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners now, and at the hour of our 

death. Amen 

 

The Grace 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the    

fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us all evermore.  

Amen  

3. Lo! the Lamb, so long expected, 

comes with pardon down from heaven; 

let us haste, with tears of sorrow, 

one and all to be forgiven; 

 

4. So when next He comes with glory, 

wrapping all the earth in fear, 

may He then as our defender 

on the clouds of heaven appear. 

 

1. Hark! a herald voice is calling: 

‘Christ is nigh,’ it seems to say; 

‘cast away the dreams of darkness, 

O ye children of the day!’ 

5. Honour, glory, virtue, merit, 

to the Father and the Son, 

with the co-eternal Spirit, 

while unending ages run. Amen. 

2. Startled at the solemn warning, 

let the earth-bound soul arise; 

Christ, her Sun, all sloth dispelling, 

shines upon the morning skies. 
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The Fourth Week in Advent 
  

Introduction 

 

We light the fourth candle encouraged to know that the wealthy and 

knowledgeable, the foreign and different ones, the elderly and widowed, 

these Wise Ones, recognised the promise of the babe, and the star in the 

sky, and responded generously and joyfully.  

 

Reading 

 

Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child 

Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the law, Simeon took him in his arms and 

praised God, saying, “Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, according to your 

word; for my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the presence of all 

peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.”  

 

And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. Then Simeon 

blessed them and said to his mother Mary, “This child is destined for the falling and the rising of 

many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed so that the inner thoughts of many will be 

revealed, and a sword will pierce your own soul too.” 

 

There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of   Asher. She was of a 

great age, having lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, then as a widow to the 

age of eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped there with fasting and prayer night 

and day. At that moment she came, and began to praise God and to speak about the child to all 

who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. 

Luke 2: 27-38 

 

Hymn  

1. As with gladness men of old 

did the guiding star behold, 
as with joy they hailed its light, 
leading onward, beaming bright; 
so, most gracious God, may we 

evermore be led to thee. 
 
2. As with joyful steps they sped 
to that lowly manger bed, 
there to bend the knee before 

him, whom heaven and earth adore, 
so may we, with willing feet 
ever seek thy mercy seat. 

3. As they offered gifts most rare 

at that manger rude and bare, 
so may we, with holy joy, 
pure, and free from sin’s alloy, 
all our costliest treasures bring, 

Christ, to thee, our heavenly King. 
 
4. Holy Jesu, every day 
keep us in the narrow way; 
and, when earthly things are past, 

bring our ransomed souls at last 
where they need no star to guide, 
where no clouds thy glory hide. 

5. In the heavenly country bright 

need they no created light; 
thou its light, its joy, its crown, 
thou its sun which goes not down: 
there for ever may we sing 

alleluias to our King. 
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After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King   Herod, Magi from the 

east came to Jerusalem and asked, “Where is the one who has been born King of the Jews? 

We saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” When King Herod heard this he 

was  disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. When he had called together all the people’s chief 

priests and teachers of the law, he asked them where the Messiah was to be born. “In         

Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this is what the prophet has written:” 

 

“‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 

for out of you will come a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.’” 

 

Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time the star had ap-

peared. He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully for the child. As soon as 

you find him, report to me, so that I too may go and worship him.” 

 

After they had heard the King, they went on their way, and the star they had seen when it rose 

went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw the 

star, they were overjoyed. On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, 

and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and presented him 

with gifts of Gold, Frankincense and Myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to go back 

to Herod, they returned to their country by another route. 

Matthew 2: 1-12 

  

Meditation 

As you enter into prayer today, in this season of Advent , bring your own experiences with God 

to the fore and think about your Christian life. 

 

Somehow both Anna and Simeon were able to recognise the significance of the occasion, of 

the parents and child. They were tuned in to the   movements of God's Spirit in their hearts; 

they were present and attentive to God. Is this something you are alert to in your life? When did 

you last notice a nudge from the Holy One?  

What did you do in response?  

 

Now let yourself become part of the scene with the Magi. What are you drawn to in the story? 
Perhaps you identify particularly with one of the characters, and take that role. Or maybe you 
are a bystander, a child, a serving boy, watching what is happening.  
There is a prayerful practice many centuries old that can lead us to being mindful and relevant 

to the significance of our days and weeks and years:  

• Place your hand on your heart and ask Jesus or God or the Holy Spirit to bring to your heart 

the moment today for which you are most grateful.  

•. Ask God to bring to your heart the moment today for which you are least grateful.  

Let your feelings come to the surface. You may wish to take deep breaths and let God's love fill 
you just the way you are. 



Prayers 

 

“Father in heaven increase our longing for Christ our Saviour, and give us 

the strength to grow in love, that the dawn of His coming may find us re-

joicing in His presence and welcoming the light of His truth.” 

 

Glory to God in the highest and peace and goodwill to all people on earth .  

 

Holy One,  

hear our prayer and may our cries come to you.  

 
We pray at this time for all members of the media who give us            in-
formation to make our lives complete. May they give us true and      in-

formed news that is worthy of their profession. They all have choices and 
give them the help and courage to make just and honest news. 
 

Holy One,  

hear our prayer and may our cries come to you.  

 

We pray for all missionaries, and all in holy communities especially the       
Community of the Resurrection at Mirfield, give all the members the grace 
to continue in your work to love and praise your name. 
 

Holy One,  

hear our prayer and may our cries come to you.  

 
We pray for your church throughout the world and especially in countries 
where Christians are oppressed and tortured for their beliefs. Give them 
hope and courage that they may be guided by your hope and grace.  

 

Holy One,  

hear our prayer and may our cries come to you.  

 
Lord pray for our Church in this Benefice that we may grow and increase       
according to your will. May we be ever willing to serve you and reach out 
to the community waiting to hear your word . 

 

Holy One,  

hear our prayer and may our cries come to you.  

 
Merciful father,  
Accept these prayers for the sake of your Son our saviour Jesus 

Christ. Amen  
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DISMISSAL 

Hymn 

Prayer 

 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your Kingdom come, 

your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us 

not into  temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the   

power and the glory are yours. Now and for ever.  

Amen 

 

Hail Mary, full of grace. The Lord is with thee. Blessed art thou amongst 

women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus. Holy Mary, Mother 

of God, pray for us sinners now, and at the hour of our death. Amen 

 

The Grace 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the       

fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us all evermore.  

Amen  

1. Unto us is born a Son, 

King of quires supernal; 

see on earth his life begun, 

of lords the Lord eternal, 

of lords the Lord eternal. 

 

2. Christ, from heaven descending low, 

comes on earth a stranger; 

ox and ass their owner know, 

be cradled in a manger, 

be cradled in a manger. 

3. This did Herod sore affray 

and grievously bewilder, 

so he gave the word to slay, 

and slew the little childer, 

and slew the little childer. 

 

4. Of his love and mercy mild 

this the Christmas story; 

and O that Mary’s gentle child 

might lead us up to glory, 

might lead us up to glory! 

5. ‘O’ and ‘A’, and ‘A’ and ‘O’ 

cum cantibus in choro; 

let your merry organ go, 

Benedicamus Domino. 

Benedicamus Domino. 
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Christmas 

Day 

And all the bells on 

earth shall ring…. 
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